Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 173 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.029; wR factor = 0.078; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.9.
Experimental
Crystal data Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). As might be expected the 4-fluorophenyl, the pyridine ring, the phenyl as well as the imidazole ring are planar (Figure 1 ).
D-HÁ
The imidazole ring makes dihedral angles of 11.85 (7)°, 73.33 (7)° and 22.83 (8)° to the 4-fluorophenyl ring (C30-C36), the pyridine ring and the phenyl ring (C13-C18), respectively. The 4-fluorophenyl ring (C30-C36) makes dihedral angles of 77.91 (7)° and 26.93 (8)° to the pyridine and the phenyl ring (C13-C18). The phenyl ring (C13-C18) and the pyridine ring are nearly perpendicular to one another with a dihedral angle of 86.47 (9)°. The amide function forms an N-H···O hydrogen bond to O9 of a symmetry related molecule resulting in an infinite chain of alternated enantiomers along the c axis of the unit cell (Figure 2 ). The length of the hydrogen bond is 2.21Å (Table 1) .
Experimental
Under an argon atmosphere, N,N'-carbonyldiimidazole (0.45 g, 2.8 mmol, 1 eq.) was added to a stirred solution of the 2-methyl-3-phenylpropionic acid (0.46 g, 2.8 mmol, 1.0 eq.) in 50 ml dry tetrahydrofuran at room temperature. When the effervescence stopped, 4-[5-(4-fluorophenyl)-3-(2-methoxyethyl)-2-methylsulfanyl-3H-imidazol-4-yl]-pyridin-2-ylamine (1.0 g, 2.8 mmol, 1 eq.) was added and the reaction was allowed to proceed at room temperature for three hours until the reaction was completed. After removing the solvent in vacuo ethylacetate was added to the residue. The organic layer was washed with water, dried over Na 2 SO 4 and concentrated in vacuo. The crude product was purified via column chromatography (RP-18, acetonitrile: water = 6:4) yielding the title compound as a lightly brown solid (130 mg, 0.26 mmol, 9%). Crystals of compound I suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained by slow evaporation at 298 K of a solution in n-hexane/diethyl ether.
Refinement
Hydrogen atoms attached to carbons were placed at calculated positions with C-H = 0.95 Å (aromatic) or 0.98-0.99 Å (sp 3 C-atom). The hydrogen atom attached to N7 was located from difference Fourier maps. All H atoms were refined using the riding-model approximation with isotropic displacement parameters (set at 1.2-1.5 times of the U eq of the parent atom).
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